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others who were so foolish as to be<soape
accessories."                                                  X^
Long before the proceedings were over, 1
was brought the six safe-conducts which I had
required, and, when the business was done
and a verdict of wilful murder had been brought
in against 'the late Major Grieg', I sent out
a note to Bell and we left the inn by a garden
which lay at the back of the house.
The Coroner overtook us and led us to
where he lived, and there we received the
wolf-hound, who seemed very pleased to see
me and took to Leonie at once. Then Bell
came up with the Rolls, and five minutes later
we left for the Sabre estate.
I stopped the car in the drive at the spot
at which Leila had crossed it almost at this
same hour two days before : and there Leonie
and I alighted to walk to the mill.
As before, the sun was low, the clean, sweet
air was radiant, and the steadfast peace of
the landscape ministered to my mind. Beneath
this influence, the memory of Lelia took on
the semblance of a dream, and ever since then
I have constantly asked myself whether Fate
did not hear my wife's "prayers and lay upon
Lelia's shoulders her precious mantle of love.
It cannot, I think, be denied that Lelia took
my wife's place and played out that very part
which, had she been present, Leonie wottld
have played: and it will be remembered that
I never set eyes upon Lelia till Bell had reported
to Leonie and made hdr suspense too heavy
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